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8 Method Statement 7: Precautionary Horizontal Directional 
Drilling (HDD) Methodology  

8.1 Objectives 

8.1.1 The use of trenchless techniques such as Horizontal Directional Drilling (HDD) 
during cable installation will avoid direct habitat damage and degradation. 
However, there still remains the risk of damage through improper siting of 
entry/exit pits and the potential for excessive vibration to cause disturbance to 
species such as freshwater fish or release of sediments which could harm 
watercourses and aquatic invertebrates among other species. 

8.2 Precautionary Approach to HDD Works 

8.2.1 The Site Manager will be responsible for liaising with the EcoCoW to agree 
timings and locations of HDD operations to ensure attendance at each event. 

8.2.2 The EcoCoW will advise on the most appropriate locations for entry and exit pits 
as well as associated access and set down areas in order to avoid impacts on 
retained habitats of ecological value such as arable field margins, hedgerows and 
diverse grassland. The EcoCoW may undertake hand searches of habitat to be 
removed as necessary. 

8.2.3 Where HDD is used under the River Nene and significant tributaries (the Crossing 
Schedule [APP-562REP3-068] refers), the EcoCoW will discuss the risk of 
causing excessive vibration and the release of sediments with the operatives and 
engineers overseeing HDD works to ensure an adequate depth is used. A depth 
of no less than 5m is to be used in this location. Here, the EcoCoW will monitor 
the water column for sediment release during all stages of HDD work. Drilling 
may need to temporarily cease until depths and working methods can be 
adequately readjusted. Advice from the Environment Agency or a specialist 
hydrological engineer may be required in order to help contain sediments during 
works, including the use of silt traps. 

8.2.4 Entry and exit pits should be covered overnight to avoid trapping species such as 
badgers and other small mammals (see Method Statement 8). 
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9 Method Statement 8: Specific Measures for Avoidance of 
Impacts on Badgers 

9.1 Objectives 

9.1.1 Multiple badger setts have been identified within and adjacent to the Order Limits. 
Badgers are also likely to use the land within the Order Limits for foraging and 
dispersal in various locations. Badgers are legally protected from disturbance and 
harm, as well as interference with their setts. Measures given here will ensure 
that development works proceed lawfully. 

9.2 Pre-commencement Survey 

9.2.1 As badgers can excavate new setts in a relatively short time, an update survey 
for badger setts of land within the Order Limits prior to construction commencing 
will be necessary. This will specifically focus on all habitats potentially suitable for 
sett excavation by badgers on within the Order Limits, in particular hedgerows, 
field margins, scrub, tussocky grassland and woodland or groups of trees. The 
survey will pay close attention to locations of these habitats which are the subject 
of habitat loss or land use change under the works plans. The locations of new 
hedgerow gaps for construction access or cable trenching will be particularly key, 
but also locations where landscaping, access tracks, fencing, and other 
infrastructure will be installed within a 30m radius of suitable habitats. 

9.2.2 The survey will be carried out by an appropriately experienced ecologist 
(EcoCoW) who is an associate or full member of CIEEM with prior experience of 
surveying for badgers.  

9.2.3 The survey will be carried out no more than 1 month prior to the commencement 
of construction activities within a particular Site or section of Cable Route 
Corridor. The Site Manager(s) will liaise with the EcoCoW to ensure that this 
survey is completed in good time ahead of works in a particular location. 

9.2.4 The survey will look for evidence of badger activity within the Site, including setts, 
paths, hairs, footprints or faeces and record the location of and type of all setts at 
the Site, as well as their activity status. Where necessary, should any new setts 
be identified the BPF as detailed in Method Statement 2 will be adapted to 
incorporate a revised buffer zone around the identified entrances. Typically, 
‘outlying’ setts require a minimum 15m buffer, while ‘subsidiary’, ‘annexe’ and 
‘main’ setts require a minimum 30m buffer. 

9.2.5 The results of the survey/s will be communicated to the Site Manager(s) with any 
necessary recommendations for revised buffers or precautionary working 
methods and supervision. 

9.3 Toolbox Talk 

9.3.1 Prior to the commencement of works at any of the PV/BESS Sites, or cable route 
installation, a toolbox talk will be provided by the EcoCoW to the Site Manager 
and contractors. The toolbox talk will include details on the potential for 
encountering badger setts and other mammal burrows during works to suitable 
habitats, along with information on their legal obligations and what to do if a sett 
or burrow is discovered. The talk will establish the role of the EcoCoW and site 
personnel during works. 
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9.3.2 In the event a change in Site Management personnel occurs during construction 
or a pause in works of a period of more than 30 consecutive days occurs, the 
toolbox talk will need to be provided again by the appointed EcoCoW. The Site 
Manager will be responsible for relaying information within the toolbox talk to all 
subsequent site staff during their initial site inductions. 

9.4 Licensed Sett Closure 

9.4.1 Any newly-discovered sett should ideally be avoided by construction works if at 
all possible, under the advice of the EcoCoW. 

9.4.2 In the event that an active sett is to be unavoidably impacted by construction 
activities, a licence from Natural England would likely be necessary to temporarily 
or permanently close the sett. Works to badger setts can only be undertaken 
between July and November inclusive due to the possibility of dependent young 
being underground at other times of year. Outside of this licence period no works 
affecting the sett would be permitted and a buffer zone free of potentially 
disturbing activities (i.e. noise, damage or vibration), as informed by the EcoCoW, 
would be required. Work in other parts of the Site, however, can continue as 
advised by the EcoCoW. It can take up to six weeks for a licence application to 
be determined by Natural England, depending on the licence type being applied 
for. 

9.5 Precautionary Approach to Excavations Left Overnight 

9.5.1 It is likely that badgers (and other mammals) will move around within the Order 
Limits during the construction phase considering the open habitats present. 
Therefore, any pits or trenches dug during the construction phase (particularly 
during the cable installation works and use of HDD entry/exit pits) must have a 
means of escape placed in them overnight for trapped badgers (and other 
animals) to use, or be covered overnight if possible. Examples include rough 
sawn planks or earth ramps. Similarly, all open ducting and pipework left within 
any pits or trenches must be temporarily capped off overnight. The use of these 
measures will be periodically checked by the EcoCoW and will be the 
responsibility of the Site Manager(s) to implement otherwise unlawful harm to 
badgers and wild mammals may result. 
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10 Method Statement 9: Avoidance of Impacts on Ground Nesting 
Birds of Open Habitats 

10.1 Objectives 

10.1.1 Skylark, yellow wagtail, grey partridge and quail are all species of ground nesting 
birds that have been recorded within the Order Limits and which occupy open 
habitats such as arable and pasture grassland. As development operations will 
occupy large areas of these habitats, precautions will be necessary to avoid 
unlawful impacts on the birds and their nests. 

10.2 Nesting Bird Checks  

10.2.1 Between the months of March and August inclusive, when undertaking 
construction works within arable or pasture fields, nesting bird checks should be 
carried out to ensure no nests are at risk of harm and that development works do 
not commit unlawful acts. As the species concerned are dependent on long, 
unbroken sightlines of between 75m and 200m for predator avoidance, they are 
unlikely to be present within close proximity to existing development activities. 
Therefore, nesting bird checks are most important when development activities 
progress into previously undeveloped fields during the nesting season. In order 
to minimise disruption to development activities, close communication on the 
development programme between the Site Manager(s) and the EcoCoW is 
essential. Habitat degradation, such as mowing vegetation to a short sward 
height, and dissuasion techniques, such as kite deterrents, may be employed in 
advance of the nesting season (and maintained up until the onset of development 
activities) in order to reduce the requirement for nesting bird checks.  

10.2.2 In the event a nest is discovered, its location shall be mapped and shared with 
the Site Manager(s) and the location will be avoided, and a buffer radius of at 
least 50m observed, to be advised by the EcoCoW (depending on species). The 
nest location will be revisited around the time of predicted fledging (derived from 
the status of the nest upon discovery) to confirm fledging and inactivity, enabling 
development activities to resume. 
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11 Method Statement 10: Avoidance of Impacts on Overwintering 
Birds 

11.1 Objectives 

11.1.1 Flocks of overwintering birds such as fieldfare, redwing, finches, golden plover. 
lapwing and other wildfowl have been recorded within the Order Limits during the 
winter months. Due to the numbers of birds within such flocks, as well as the 
functional linkage between certain areas of the Scheme and the nearby Upper 
Nene Valley Gravel Pits Special Protection Area for which golden plover and 
lapwing are a principal concern, unnecessary disturbance to them and 
displacement can be energetically costly and have an adverse impact on the local 
population. Precautions are given below to minimise this risk. 

11.2 Precautionary Approach to Works 

11.2.1 During the winter months of November to February inclusive, any significant 
commencement or re-commencement of development works within fields will be 
immediately preceded (in the morning) by an inspection for the presence of flocks 
of overwintering birds. The aim will be to ensure that flocks of overwintering birds 
are not subject to displacement and disturbance stresses at this vulnerable time 
of year. As these flocks move about within the landscape on a daily basis, it 
should be possible to postpone mobilisation into undeveloped fields which are 
occupied by them by approximately one day to avoid impacts.  

11.2.2 The inspections should be carried out by The EcoCoW. The Site Manager(s) will 
be responsible for liaising with the EcoCoW in advance of mobilisation into 
previously undeveloped fields during the winter months in order to avoid 
disturbance of overwintering flocks of birds. 
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12 Method Statement 11: Avoidance of Impacts on Osprey 

12.1 Objectives 

12.1.1 An osprey Pandion haliaetus nesting platform is located in
This provides a safe, long-term nesting location for this species, which is 

of conservation concern. 

12.1.2 Osprey receives special protection under Schedule 1 and Schedule ZA1 of the 
Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). Under this legislation, it is an 
offence to disturb osprey while they’re nesting, building a nest, in or near a nest 
that contains their young; or to disturb their dependent young. It is also an offence 
to remove or interfere with their nest, which is used year-on-year. 

12.1.3 Whilst  is retained without any development, during construction, there is a 
risk of disturbance to osprey from construction and landscaping personnel and 
plant accessing the Site and entering this field. Precautions are given below to 
minimise the risk of disturbance. 

12.2 Precautionary Approach to Works 

12.2.1 During the months of March to October inclusive, no construction or landscaping 
personnel shall enter  Temporary Biodiversity Protection Fencing shall 
exclude personnel, installed as per Method Statement 2. 

12.2.2 In the event that access is required for any unforeseen reasons, then this shall 
be dependent on the absence of ospreys, or confirmation that the works in 
question do not pose a risk of disturbance. This shall be confirmed through an 
inspection by the EcoCoW, with a watching brief also provided during works as 
deemed necessary by the EcoCoW. 

12.2.3 The Site Manager(s) will be responsible for liaising with the EcoCoW in advance 
of access int during the months of March-October inclusive. 
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13 Method Statement 11: Construction-Phase Monitoring 

13.1 Objectives 

13.1.1 To ensure satisfactory achievement of all Method Statements and compliance 
with all relevant DCO Requirements, ecological legislation and policy, periodic 
monitoring of construction activities and protective measures will be undertaken. 

13.2 Monitoring 

13.2.1 Regular (weekly) inspections of the Site(s) and immediate surroundings will be 
undertaken by the Site Environmental Manager to monitor the integrity of the BPF 
fencing as well as for any signs of silt deposition, dust deposition, flooding, runoff 
and litter arising from the Site which could impact off-site habitats. This inspection 
will be recorded within a logbook to be made available to the Local Planning 
Authority upon request. Remedial action which may be required as soon as an 
issue is identified may include temporarily ceasing work, arranging litter picking, 
additional site hoarding, increased water spraying, and increased waste 
collection. 

13.2.2 At least every month during the construction phase, the EcoCoW will inspect the 
Site to ensure the compliance with the EPMS. This will include checking the 
following: 

• Correct installation of BPF; 

• Safeguarding of retained habitats; 

• Hedgerow and watercourse condition; 

• Potential requirement for nesting bird monitoring for legal compliance; 

• Adherence to lighting restrictions; and 

• Status of badger activity within the Site. 

13.2.3 Following these inspections, the EcoCoW will discuss monitoring outcomes with 
the Site Manager(s) and provide a written proforma of findings identifying any 
remedial actions and timescales for actions to be implemented. 

13.2.4 The EcoCoW will also be available on an “on call” basis during the construction 
period.  

13.3 Reporting 

13.3.1 A quarterly report will be issued by the EcoCoW to the Local Planning Authority. 
The report will include a detailed log of monitoring activities by the Site 
Environmental Manager and EcoCoW. It will detail any breaches of the EPMS 
and the remedial steps taken. 

  




